Minister of Internal Affairs, Bahodir Matliubov

Ministerstvo vnutrennikh del RU
ul. Junus Rajabiy, 1
Tashkent 700029
Uzbekistan

Dear Mr Minister Matliubov,

I would like to express my grave concern regarding the 10-year prison sentence received by the human rights journalist Salidzhon Abdurakhmanov on 10 October 2008. According to independent observers, no evidence was produced during the trial to support the narcotics charges brought against Mr. Abdurakhmanov.

Amnesty International believes that Salidzhon Abdurakhmanov should be released immediately and unconditionally as he is prisoner of conscience detained solely for carrying out his legitimate and peaceful activities as a human rights activist. 

In addition, I respectfully ask that you take action to protect the rights of human rights defenders to allow them to carry out their peaceful and legitimate activities without restrictions or fear of punishment. I also urge you to ensure that everyone can exercise the right to freedom of expression, as laid out in Article 19 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights to which Uzbekistan is a State Party.

Yours sincerely,

